276      THE SEQUEL OF APPOMATTOX

rights. In Florida, for example, the carpetbag-
gers framed a comprehensive Equal Eights Law,
passed it, and presented it to Governor Reed, who
was known to be opposed to such legislation. He
vetoed the measure and thus lost the negro sup-
port. Intermarriage with whites was made legal
in Louisiana and South Carolina and by court de-
cision was permitted in Alabama and Mississippi,
but the Georgia Supreme Court held it to be illegal.
Mixed marriages were few, but these were made
occasions of exultation over the whites and of
consequent ill feeling.

Charles Simmer was a persistent agitator for
equal rights. In 1871 he declared in a letter to
a South Carolina negro convention that the race
must insist not only upon equality in hotels and on
public carriers but also in the schools. "It is not
enough," he said, "to provide separate accommo-
dations for colored citizens even if in all respects
as good as those of other persons. . . . The dis-
crimination is an insult and a hindrance, and a
bar, which not only destroys comfort and prevents
equality, but weakens all other rights. The right
to vote will have new security when your equal
right in public conveyances, hotels, and common
schools, is at last established; but here you must